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For Immediate Release:
EIU TRADES CITY OF CHARLESTON TUITION WAIVERS FOR STREET
CHARLESTON -A proposed trade of $480,000 worth of tuition waivers for a portion of a city
street got its final needed vote of approval Friday from Eastern Illinois University's Board of Trustees. ·
Under the terms of the agreement, approved earlier in the week by the Charleston City Council,
the university will acquire the Seventh Street roadway between Lincoln and Hayes avenues. In exchange,
the university will provide undergraduate and graduate tuition waivers to the city in an amount not to
exceed $480,000, the appraised value of the property.
The agreement would allow the city to utilize these waivers (4,444 hours of tuition) during a 10year period, extending from Jan. 1, 2003, through Dec. 31, 2012.
Terming the deal as a "great, great win-win situation" for both the city and the university, Interim
President Louis V. Hencken told trustees that the university had sought ownership of the roadway in order
to proceed with the institution's Campus Master Plan. The acquisition will accommodate the expansion of
Eastern's Doudna Fine Arts Center, as well as long-term plans to construct pedestrian walk-ways.
In turn, the city of Charleston will use the tuition waivers at its own discretion, Hencken said,
adding, however, that persons using the waivers must meet Eastern's admission requirements.
"Other than that, Charleston sets the criteria," he noted.
City officials reportedly will immediately begin to develop that criteria, with early indications that the
waivers will be provided to city residents in the form of scholarships.
Meanwhile, city crews also plan to install stoplights at the intersection of Ninth Street and Lincoln
Avenue to help alleviate traffic concerns.
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astern Illinois University emphasizes distinguished teaching in the liberal arts, sciences and selected professions. A traditional,
residential state university of recognized quality, Eastern enrolls more than 10,000 students in undergraduate and graduate programs.
The university, located in Charleston, also serves the region through a variety of non-credit and off-site degree programs, as well as cultural
and recreational opportunities. Eastern's pursuit of excellence attracts well-qualified students of an increasingly diverse population and a
teaching faculty active in research and public service who utilize the latest technology.
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